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MCNC Community Day opens ‘New Wave of Innovation’

Networking nonprofit recognizes community leaders and shows how North
Carolina is on the cusp of a technology revolution by expanding broadband

DURHAM, N.C. (Nov. 16, 2023) — MCNC hosted nearly 250 technology, government and business leaders
this week for its signature event — MCNC Community Day — at the Durham Convention Center.

This year’s event theme, A New Wave of Innovation, celebrated MCNC’s past successes, current contributions,
and the influential future it has planned for connecting North Carolina. The agenda featured keynotes and panel
discussions covering a wide variety of technology topics and trends such as cybersecurity, esports, generative
Al, women in tech, quantum computing, and much more technology all things innovations.

“Broadband and emerging technologies are transforming every aspect of our lives — from the way we work, to
the way we learn, the way we live, and even how we interact with each other,” said MCNC President and CEO
Tracy Doaks. "Over the past two days, we were able to show how MCNC has connected and empowered North
Carolina communities to do amazing things over the past four decades and that we're just getting started.”

Attendees were offered exclusive networking opportunities with a wide range of professionals from within and
outside of North Carolina who share a focus on how advanced networking technologies positively impact
students, provide innovative capacity to researchers, and increase North Carolina’s global competitiveness.

MCNC was able to highlight its new High-speed Economies for Rural Opportunity, or HERO Project, which is
currently supporting improvements to broadband access and affordability across central and southeastern North
Carolina. MCNC also announced their annual MCNC Community Awards, recognizing individuals and
stakeholders for their outstanding work, dedication and understanding of how technology and broadband can
grow educational opportunity, local economies and innovation for all citizens in North Carolina.

J. Eric Boyette, retired Secretary of N.C. Department of Information Technology and NCDOT now serving as
Specialist Leader for Government and Public Services at Deloitte, LLP, was acknowledged with the 2023
Robyn Render Endeavor Award, celebrating distinguished service and commitment to the mission of MCNC.

Dennis Kekas, Senior Advisor/Professor of Practice at NC State University, and member of the MCNC Board
of Directors, received the 2023 Innovation Award, which highlights, promotes and celebrates excellence in
innovation and collaborative technology-based projects and initiatives that positively impact the MCNC
Community. This is only the second time this award has been given.

Annette Taylor, Director of the Office of Digital Equity and Literacy at the N.C. Department of Information

Technology, was honored with the 2023 Empower Award, recognizing her as a new member of the MCNC
Community who has made an immediate impact.
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And, finally, new this year was the MCNC Community Champion Award, which was given to the North
Carolina Local Government Information Systems Association (NCLGISA) IT Strike Team, a volunteer group
that provides their time and talents to help out in times of need. The IT Strike Team partners with N.C.
Emergency Management to provide technology support in times of disaster but is also available to any
NCLGISA member who might need more resources to address an emergency. Randy Cress, Assistant County
Manager and CIO for Rowan County as well as current President of NGLGISA and IT Strike Team Lead, and
Scott Clark, IT Director for Town of Fuquay-Varina and IT Strike Team Chair, accepted the inaugural award.

MCNC Community Day was made possible by generous sponsors including — Zettabyte: Presidio and Cisco;
Terabyte: AT&T; Gigabyte: Crowdstrike/Zscaler, North Carolina Telehealth Network Association (NCTNA),

Okta, and RSM; Megabyte: Akamai Technologies, Financial Directions, LCG Associates, Rivers Agency, and
Slalom/AWS; Bytes: Corning, ECC Technologies, Fountainworks, Sentinel Risk Advisors, and Truist.

HiHE

Quotes/Statements from 2023 Award Recipients

Robyn Render Endeavor Award

“I would like to thank MCNC for this great honor and appreciation that represents its history,” said J. Eric
Boyette, retired secretary of the N.C. Department of Information Technology and NCDOT now serving as a
Specialist Leader for Government and Public Services at Deloitte, LLP. “MCNC has always been a valuable
partner for North Carolina, and I look forward to what the future brings.”

MCNC Empower Award

“Thank you for recognizing me and the work of the NCDIT Office of Digital Equity and Literacy through the
MCNC Empower Award,” said Director Annette Taylor. “It is truly an honor to help connect all North
Carolinians to affordable and reliable high-speed internet and provide access to digital skills resources and
devices so they can safely participate in today’s digital world.”

MCNC Innovation Award

“Thank you MCNC Community for this honor,” said Dennis Kekas, Senior Advisor/Professor of Practice at NC
State University, and member of the MCNC Board of Directors. “Great innovations often start with ideas
bubbling up from those closest to the action — the ones in the arena striving to make a real difference — and
going forward we need to encourage these even more with bold new frameworks to accelerate emerging
technologies and tomorrow’s workforce in association with key partners like MCNC, to drive breakthroughs
and global competitiveness.”
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MCNC Community Champion

"The NCLGISA Strike Team is honored to receive the MCNC Community Champion award. Our team of
dedicated volunteers regularly works alongside the committed networking and security teams at MCNC on
multiple fronts, including responding to cybersecurity incidents, as well as proactively alerting public entities
about possible vulnerabilities and exposures in an effort to remediate those issues before cybersecurity incidents
can occur,” said a spokesperson for the NGLGISA IT Strike Team. “The ongoing partnership between MCNC
and NCLGISA over the past two decades has led to significant broadband infrastructure and cybersecurity
improvements for our state's local government entities, including counties, municipalities, public school units,
and community colleges. We are grateful for the recognition, but more importantly, we are truly thankful for all
the MCNC does for our state.”

About MCNC

MCNC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit client-focused technology organization. Founded in 1980, MCNC owns and
operates the North Carolina Research and Education Network (NCREN), one of America’s longest-running
regional research and education networks. With over 40 years of innovation, MCNC provides high-performance
services for education, research, libraries, healthcare, public safety, and other community anchor institutions
throughout North Carolina. NCREN is the fundamental broadband infrastructure for over 850 of these
institutions including all public K-20 education in North Carolina. As one of the nation’s premier middle-mile
fiber backbone networks, MCNC leverages NCREN to customize protected Internet, cybersecurity services, and
related applications for each client while supporting private service providers in bringing cost-efficient
connectivity to rural and underserved communities in North Carolina.

Visit www.mcnc.org. MCNC Social: Facebook, X(Twitter), YouTube, LinkedIn.
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