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MCNC’s Jean Davis to step down as President and CEO  
 

 

RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK, N.C. (Dec. 3, 2019) – MCNC, the non-profit operator of the North 

Carolina Research and Education Network (NCREN), today announced Jean Davis has resigned as president 

and CEO. She will remain in the position into next year to help provide a smooth transition for her successor. 

 

“On behalf of the MCNC Board of Directors and all our constituents, I want to thank Jean both for her 

leadership and for her service to the MCNC community,” said MCNC Board Chair Hope Williams. “Since 

2014, Jean has played a critical role in the development and success of the organization, and while we will miss 

her as CEO, we send with her our warmest wishes and thanks as she steps back from her professional career to 

care for her elderly parents in Boston, Mass.”  

 

During her tenure at MCNC, Jean led the organization in a number of key accomplishments that support the 

important mission of leveraging MCNC’s vast, open access broadband infrastructure to create unprecedented 

opportunity for North Carolinians. These include: 

 

• Expanding the network to over 4,000 miles of NCREN-operated fiber through 87 counties in North Carolina 

 
• Growing connections to more than 1,027 endpoints including schools, community colleges, universities 

campuses, libraries, hospitals and public safety institutions. 

 

• Collaborating with major telecom and technology firms to leverage MCNC’s open access fiber network for 

connectivity in rural areas of the state 

 

• Launching a new suite of cybersecurity tools and managed services that help community anchor institutions 

manage an ever-growing number of cyber threats 

 

• Establishing direct connection to commercial clouds via Internet2 cloud infrastructure  

 

The Board of Directors and senior staff of MCNC already have begun the executive search process. 

 
###  
 

About MCNC 
MCNC is a technology nonprofit that builds, owns and operates the North Carolina Research and Education 

Network (NCREN), which has successfully served research, education, nonprofit health care, public safety, 

libraries, and other community institutions with Internet connectivity and services for 35 years. NCREN is the 

fundamental broadband infrastructure for 750 of these institutions including all K-20 education in North 

Carolina. As one of the nation's premier middle-mile fiber networks, MCNC leverages NCREN to customize 

Internet services and related applications for each customer while supporting private service providers in 

bringing cost-efficient connectivity to rural and underserved communities in North Carolina. Visit 

www.mcnc.org. MCNC Social: Facebook, Twitter @MCNC, YouTube, LinkedIn. 

 

mailto:press@mcnc.org
http://www.mcnc.org/
http://www.mcnc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/mcnc.ncren
https://twitter.com/mcnc
https://www.youtube.com/user/MCNCvideos
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mcnc/


NEWS 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Editorial Contact 

Noah Garrett, NGC Communications, on behalf of MCNC: (252) 423.1277 or press@mcnc.org 

 

 

Copyright © MCNC 2019. All Rights Reserved. 

2 

 

Acceptable Use Policy & Forward-Looking Statements 

MCNC respects the intellectual property rights of others. MCNC® and other MCNC product and service names 

may be registered trademarks in the USA. Whenever your document or writing uses any name, material, or 

information that is a registered trademark or service mark of, or is copyrighted by, MCNC, you are requested to 

obtain prior written permission from MCNC for such use. All requests for permission to use MCNC or NCREN 

trademarks, service marks, or copyrighted materials, along with a copy of any materials you wish to use and a 

description or copy of the document you are writing and a description of where it will be published and/or 

distributed, should be sent to an MCNC communications representative. In addition, certain statements made 

herein are considered forward looking, reflecting MCNC's current and future intent, belief, or expectation; 

however, MCNC undertakes no obligation to publicly update any forward-looking statements herein whether as 

a result of new information, future events, or otherwise. For additional questions or clarity regarding acceptable 

use, contact MCNC's communications office. 
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